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Plantation on Crystal River

Recreational Highlights
Manatee Tours
The Plantation on Crystal River’s Dive Shop provides guests with a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to swim and interact with the endangered West Indian Manatees in the waters of the Crystal River and Kings Bay.  Divers will find many of the gentle creatures in the warm spring waters during cooler winter months. The manatee snorkel tour at the Plantation Dive Shop gives visitors of all ages the opportunity to interact with the manatees as they eat, play and socialize with one another.   The manatees can also be easily observed from any part of the Plantation’s expansive sea wall and gazebo point.

Scuba Diving
Experienced and novice divers alike will find that the warm 72 degree temperature year round of the Crystal River are home to a variety of fish and wildlife species, including tarpon, redfish, grouper, dolphins and manatees.  On their own or with a guided tour, certified divers can explore the King Spring, Devil’s Den, Blue Grotto and Rainbow Springs, named for its amazing variety of colorful fish.  Divers can fill air tanks at the on-site marina as well as rent snorkels, masks and the resort’s new wet suits.  The marina at the Plantation on Crystal River is also the only one in the community with hot showers for guests.

Hotel guests interested in learning to dive can take advantage of a three-day SCUBA certification program offered at the Dive Shop.
Boating
With more than 25,000 accessible acres of waterways, including the Crystal River and Kings Bay, the Plantation on Crystal River is a boater’s paradise.  In addition to scenic river tours from the Plantation Dive Shop, kayaks, jon boats and pontoon boats can be rented by guests who want to explore on their own.

For guests opting to bring their own boat, the Plantation on Crystal River offers 80 cleats along the 1,600-foot sea wall at no charge. A launch fee of $10 applies. 
Scalloping
There is no better place to fish for scallops on Florida’s Gulf Coast than the Plantation on Crystal River.  Taking place in shallow waters, scalloping is a fun family activity that requires only a snorkel, net and a pair of fins, and no previous experience.   
Scallop fishing does require a special permit, but licensed group tours and charters are available for those without a license. Scalloping season is typically July-mid-September. 
Fishing
With Central Florida fishing at its finest, the Plantation on Crystal River is located alongside the Crystal River inlets and Kings Bay, just a short distance from local lakes and the Gulf of Mexico.  Whether by land or by sea, fishermen can cast a line for bass, grouper, snook, flounder, redfish and other popular sport fish.  At the end of a successful day of fishing, the Plantation’s chefs will be happy to prepare the fresh catch for the guest’s dining pleasure. 
Golf
Guests can tee off on the resort’s traditional Florida-style 18-hole Championship Course designed by legendary course architect Mark Mahannah. Surrounded by native plants and oaks, the championship course challenges guests with a number of difficult fairways and waterways, including the course’s signature #11 hole.  The tree-lined 552-yard par-5 is a favorite among frequent PGA, LPGA and guests alike.  A variety of obstacles and bunkers, in combination with the close proximity to water, contribute to the beauty and difficulty of the course.
Designed for junior-level golfers, , the Lagoons Executive Course is a great place for beginners and experienced players alike to sharpen golf their skills.  The par-31 course emphasizes putting and wedge play through a variety of par-3 and par-4 holes.  
The Original Golf SchoolTM at the Plantation on Crystal River accommodates players of all experience levels, with experienced professionals offering on-course instruction.  PGA professional Jay Morelli has directed the program for more than 33 years, emphasizing the importance of technique and playing style.
Tennis
Two pro-level hard tennis courts provide an opportunity for skilled players to elevate their game, or for beginners to work on the basics. Equipment rental is available upon request.

Lessons from director of tennis, James B. Kirkwood Ph.D., are great for players of any experience level.  Kirkwood brings more than 25 years of coaching experience to the Plantation on Crystal River, helping players of all ages refine their game. 
Spa
Unwind at The Aveda© Spa at Plantation after a long day on the golf course or diving with the manatees. The spa menu includes facial, manicures, pedicures, massages and body treatments, all utilizing Aveda products.   In addition, the spa features a Vichy shower for additional relaxation following a variety of signature body treatments.

Shopping
Historic homes and cottages house unique boutiques and stores at The Shoppes of Heritage Village just five minutes from The Plantation on Crystal River.  Lined with old oaks and magnolias, the downtown shopping district offers handmade clothes and gifts, a charming toy store and hand-dipped ice cream at the general store.  A collection of cafés, boutiques, and an adorable wine and tea bar completes the beautiful shopping village.
Resort Activities 
Countless on-property amenities provide entertainment to guests at the Plantation on Crystal River. Highlights include a scenic, lagoon-style swimming pool overlooking the river, sand volleyball court, horseshoes, disc golf and a regulation croquet court.
Nearby Attractions
Crystal River Archaeological State Park 
Homosassa Springs State Wildlife Park

Coastal Heritage Museum

Homosassa Butterfly Garden

Yulee Sugar Mill Ruins State Park
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